8th Social Studies

Maine Government

Chapter 5

What Local Governments Do
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The service of Assessing and taxing property is probably the most important, however it is likely the least popular.  Assessing property and collecting taxes to raise the revenue to operate the government.  

Property Tax 

Real property



Land & Building



Personal property




Machinery





Equipment




Recreational Vehicles





Etc.

Assessment



Determining the value of property.

Page 38 - 39

Mandated Services are services provided by municipal government that are required by state law.  Some of the services that communities are required by state law or regulations are as follows:

Provide facilities for solid waste disposal


General assistance for those in need


Road inspections


Educational system


Health inspections


Police and fire protection
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Municipal government services provide the organization and funding that make delivery of other services possible.  These services permit the community to operate in an efficient and effective manner.  The following services are vital to the operation of local government:


Keeping records and documents


Record vital statistics


Supervise elections


Register voters


Assess and collect various taxes


Provide publication of annual report



List of financial transactions



Statement of assets and liabilities



List delinquent taxpayers and amount of taxes they owe



Auditor the municipality's finances
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Functional Services are provided by local government are those operations which are expected to be carried out by the persons elected or assigned to particular duties.  (Example: snow removal,  snow plow duties)

There are 4 functional services of local government.  These four services are provided by the local governments.


Public Safety


Public Works


Social Services


Recreation
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There are four Functional Services provided by the Local Government:


Public Safety



Police and Fire Departments


Public Works



Services




Sewers




Drains




Sidewalks




Trees




Road and Street Maintenance




Keep Town vehicles maintained
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Social Services



Provide basic assistance to citizens who are in need.



Raise money for social services



Establish methods for providing these services



Ensure needy persons have essentials for adequate health and decency.




Money




Food




Clothing




Shelter




Medicine



Human Services




Health Inspector



Provides needs of the elderly

Recreation


Recreation services provided by local government



Has director and staff to organize activities such as:




Sports




Music




Arts & Crafts




Programs for Young and Elderly
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Community Planning has a wide variety of specific services.  It is the important planner and builder of community will become in the future.  

Comprehensive Plan  is a 3 step approach that factors in Population, population growth, elderly, young, skilled and unskilled workers.  Land use and transportation are other important factors in community planning.


Zoning consists of dividing the community into zones or areas and regulating:



Location



Construction



Size



Population



Structures


Economic Development is deciding how fast and to what extent a community will grow.



Citizens desire for economic development and growth must be measured.



Communities ability to support growth and development.



Example:  

Farms have been reduced by 90 % in the last century
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State & Federal Laws are regulations and deadlines for meeting state and federal standards.


Example:




Pollution




Solid Waste Disposal




Water Pollution




Shore Land Zoning




Regulates any development proposal




Requires zoning and subdivision control over shore land areas





 Assist local planning boards in complying with laws and deadlines


Human Services is the key to proper community planning is planning for the people.



Example:





Health Needs





Recreational Needs





Transportation Needs





Educational Needs
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